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Arts and Cultural Alliance of Freeport &
Meetinghouse Arts: A History

2019

On June 25, Meetinghouse Arts Gallery opened to the
public with the debut show titled “A Community of
Artists.” The show featured local visual artists working in
a variety of media, a fitting start for this community-
driven venue. Meetinghouse Arts Stage, a 182-seat
performance hall, officially opened four months later
with a gala party and weekend of events to showcase the
new facility and thank all who had made it possible.

Following a year of interviews, research, and public
meetings about Freeport’s needs and interests in the
promotion and enhancement of, and access to, arts and
culture, the Freeport Arts & Cultural Alliance was
officially incorporated as a non-profit organization. This
would soon become Arts & Cultural Alliance of Freeport
(ACAF) and, seven years later, Meetinghouse Arts.

A website, newsletter and Facebook page dedicated to
supporting the arts and promoting arts activities in
Freeport were launched. Locations for a black box
theater and possible gallery space were explored.

With the guidance of a consultant, hired with the help of
the Town, we created the Freeport Cultural Plan.
Consistent with the findings in the Plan, we continued to
consider the possibility of creating an arts and cultural
center with a stage and gallery.

We began negotiations to lease the historic First Parish
Church on Main St. and, enabled by a major capital
campaign and generous financial support from the
Town, undertook an extensive project to update and
preserve the 1895 Freeport meetinghouse structure.
The remodeled space, called Meetinghouse Arts Gallery
& Stage, houses an art gallery and performance hall.

2015

2016

2021

2022
In July 2022, ACAF officially changed its name to
Meetinghouse Arts, adopted new branding and, thanks to a
generous sponsorship from Bath Savings Institution, began
work on a new website. The Gallery and Stage hosted local
and touring visual and performing artists and cultural
organizations to present, exhibit, learn, educate, and engage
with residents and visitors. A full season on the Stage, in the
Gallery, and throughout town is scheduled for 2023.  



Partner Integration
MEETINGHOUSE ARTS: CULTIVATE THE
ARTS

Meetinghouse Arts on Main Street in Freeport has an
exciting lineup of events for 2024. Your sponsorship
underwrites admission for thousands of local attendees
from the greater Freeport area and beyond.

Sponsor benefits include program recognition, discounted
and complimentary tickets, ad space, performance
announcements and recognition in the local spaces
where arts are created and celebrated.

MEETINGHOUSE ARTS STAGE:
INCREASE ARTS ACCESS

Meetinghouse Arts is an organization committed to cultivate
and engage arts and artists in the Freeport area.

Your sponsorship dollars support collaboration and
cooperation in community-based arts and arts education
outreach including arts programming, networking,
workshops, classes, exhibitions and shows as well as
collaboration with other organizations for the benefit of the
arts & local community. 

MEETINGHOUSE ARTS GALLERY:
SUPPORT FREEPORT'S 
CREATIVE ECONOMY

Meetinghouse Arts Gallery exhibits the best of Maine
artists and also welcomes artists from far & wide to
exhibit their work in its beautiful Meetinghouse Arts
Gallery space.  

Meetinghouse Arts is committed to bring local visual
artists together, promote learning and foster creativity
of local students and the public, and to bring diverse &
exciting art to Freeport. The Gallery also is proud to
exhibit outdoor art installations on Main St. in Freeport.

Meetinghouse Arts

Department of Theatre & Dance, University of Southern Maine touring show 
The Marvelous Meep Island Adventure at Meetinghouse Arts Stage

Our Town - Community production at Meetinghouse Arts

“The Farm in Winter” Artist: Judy Shank
from the Peace & Joy Winter Art Show at Meetinghouse Arts Gallery



Total of (8) complimentary tickets to Meetinghouse Arts (MHA) produced performances in the 2023-
2024 Season with preferred/reserved VIP seating;
Prominent acknowledgment on MhA Website as Community Leader and company link (41,000+
impressions in 2022 and growing);
20% discount on tickets to MHA-produced performances for all Sponsor Employees;
Prominent Community Leader acknowledgment in Meetinghouse Arts Stage program;
Full page color ad in Meetinghouse Arts Stage Program/Playbill & special placement (inside
cover/center fold);
Prominent recognition at Meetinghouse Arts venue for MhA sponsored performances: Meetinghouse
Arts auditorium wall projection and/or poster or screen in main lobby;
Social media mention as Community Leader; (18,000+ impressions in 2022 and growing);
Logo on MhA digital monthly newsletter for the year as Community Leader;
Stage recognition for all MhA sponsored performances as Community Leader;
Tickets to artist meet & greets, openings and other events;
Recognition in MhA Annual Report;
Mention in all MhA produced show press releases;
Two dedicated MhA social media season sponsor posts thanking your organization; 
Logo on MhA direct mail send-outs & letterhead;
Logo on printed tickets for MhA produced events;
Logo on Eventbrite/MhA website when tickets sold online for MhA produced events;
Name/logo in print ads for MhA produced events; and
Opportunity to place company marketing materials or distribute promotional products in main lobby
of Meetinghouse Arts or at MhA sponsored events.

M e e t i n g h o u s e A r t s . c o m

Meetinghouse Arts 

Total of Six (6) complimentary tickets to Meetinghouse Arts (MHA) produced performances in the
2023-2024 Season;
Acknowledgment on MhA Website as Arts Ally and company link (41,000+ impressions in 2021 and
growing);
10% discount on tickets to MHA-produced performances for all Sponsor Employees for the season;
Acknowledgment in Meetinghouse Arts Stage program as Arts Ally;
Full page ad in Meetinghouse Arts Stage Program/Playbill;
Recognition at Meetinghouse Arts venue for MhA sponsored performances: Meetinghouse Arts
auditorium wall projection of logo and/or poster or monitor screen in main lobby;
Social media mention as Arts Ally;
Logo on MhA digital monthly newsletter for year as Arts Ally;
Stage recognition for all MhA sponsored performances as Arts Ally;
Tickets to artist meet & greets, openings and other events; and
Recognition in MhA Annual Report as Arts Ally.

2023-24 Community Leader ($10,000)

2023-24 Arts Ally ($7500)

Visionary Partners
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Benefits

Complimentary Show Tickets for MhA Productions

Employee Discount for MHA-produced events

Acknowledgment on MhA Website: logo & link 
(in corresponding placement for level of sponsorship)

Lobby Entrance/Venue Wall Visibility 
(in corresponding placement for level of sponsorship)

Community Leader

Visionary Partner Benefits

10%20%

Sponsor Listing in Meetinghouse Arts Program 
(for level of sponsorship)

Complimentary Full Page Ad in the Meetinghouse Arts
Program

Social Media Mentions (for level of sponsorship)

Logo/Name in digital newsletters  (for level of sponsorship)

Logo/mention in annual report (for level of sponsorship)

Complimentary Full Page Ad in the Meetinghouse Arts
Program, special placement (inside covers, center fold, etc.)

Stage Recognition (for level of sponsorship)

Complimentary Tickets to Artist Meet & Greets, 
Opening Events, etc. when held 

Priority/VIP Seating for your complimentary show tickets

Sponsor Name/Logo on Letterhead & Direct Mail, Tickets,
Eventbrite Page, Press Releases/Ads and all other
promotional materials

Opportunity to place company materials or distribute company
promotional products in Meetinghouse Arts stage lobby

8 6

 Arts Ally

Meetinghouse Arts 



Prominent Sponsor acknowledgment in Meetinghouse Arts Stage program;
Stage recognition for all MhA sponsored performances as Season Sponsor;
Prominent recognition at Meetinghouse Arts venue for MhA sponsored performances: Meetinghouse
Arts auditorium wall projection and/or poster or screen in main lobby;
Link to Sponsor website from MHA/Meetinghouse Arts website: (41,000+ impressions in 2021 and
growing);
Mention in all MhA produced show press releases;
Logo on MhA digital monthly newsletter;
Mention on MhA social media posts for MhA produced events: (18,000+ impressions in 2021 and
growing);
Two dedicated MhA social media season sponsor posts thanking your organization; 
Logo on MhA direct mail send-outs & letterhead;
Logo on printed tickets for MhA produced events;
Logo on Eventbrite/MhA website when tickets sold online for MhA produced events;
Name/logo in print ads for MhA produced events;
Tickets to artist meet & greets, gallery openings and other events;
Recognition in MhA Annual Report; and
Opportunity to place company marketing materials or distribute promotional products in main lobby
of Meetinghouse Arts or at MhA sponsored events.

Prominent, continuous placement of corporate name/logo on the new MhA Website as  the
"Meetinghouse Arts Website Foundational Sponsor";
Dedicated space on footer of MhA website homepage, listed above all other sponsors, for at least five
years;
Website link to company page;
Sponsor Bio on MhA website;
Total of (8) complimentary tickets to MHA/Meetinghouse Arts produced performances in 2022 with
preferred/reserved VIP seating;
The opportunity to purchase additional tickets to these shows at 20% discount - this benefit is available
to ALL Sponsor employees;
Opportunity to hold a company event at Meetinghouse Arts in 2022; and
Full-page, color ad on back cover of 2022 Meetinghouse Arts program; and
Additional Benefits include Community Leader ( see benefits below). 

WEBSITE FOUNDATIONAL SPONSOR: $20,000

Meet inghouseAr ts . com

Website Foundational Sponsor Benefits (Only One Offered):

2022-23 Community Leader Benefits ($10,000)
SO
LD

+

Meetinghouse Arts 



John & Meg Albright
Mary Janet Apostolos
Rita Armstrong & Frank Rogers
Atlantic Federal Credit Union
Mary O. & George M. Babikian
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Bail
Linda Bail
Scott & Amy Kustra Barksdale
Bath Savings
Linda Bean 
Linda Bean Conservator for
Diana B. Bean
Mary Berry & Dave Cluchey
Kathryn Biberstein Family Fund
Lisa Blanchard
Edward Bonney
Greg Boulos
Bow Street Market
Bradley Family Foundation
William & Eleanor Browder
Carrine Burns & Peter Bouman
Giving Fund
Allison Buck
Maryellen Carew
Barbara Cottrell & Lee Schepps
Jim & Anne Cram
James DeGrandpre
John & Sandra Donnelly
Dotens Construction
Ellen Ebert
Corky Ellis & Marion Freeman
Jack & Kay Emory
Lynne & Jay Espy
Freeport Economic
Development 

      Corporation (FEDC)
John & Betsy Fenwick
Joe & Genie Field
First Parish Church
Joseph F. Frazer III & Susan L.
Tananbaum
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Thank you to our
FOUNDATIONAL SPONSORS

Town of Freeport
Freeport Players
Steve & Debbie Fuller
Edward T. & Janice P. Gerry
Sara & Ben Gideon
Jeremy S. & Michal Rogers Gould
Gritty McDuff's
Greater Freeport Community Chorus
Elizabeth Guffey
Guimond Group
 Leslie Hallock & Joseph Hahn
Judy & Gordy Hamlin
Harraseeket Inn
Bill & Lynn Heinz
Sam & Rob Hunneman
In Memory of Patricia Rogers Morrison
Guild
Ineke H Shair Fund from ME
Community Foundation
Laura Kargul
Barbara Kaufman
Kennebec Savings Bank
LL Bean
Estate of Lola Lea
Maine Arts Commission
Maine Theater Fund
Doug Martin, W.H. Demmons,Inc
C. Anthony McDonald
Scott Miller & Lynn Hannings 
Jack & Deede Montgomery
Bob & Libby Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Mason Morfit
Martha Nichols & Nathaniel Warren-
White
Anne & Ben Niles
Susan Nourse & Peter Brown
Fred & Pat Palmer Family Fund
Anne Parker
Dean & John Paterson
Petrillos

Thank you so much to our Foundational Members listed here - and to all the donors,
large & small, who have made Meetinghouse Arts a reality. 

Lin Peyton & Morris Hancock
POWER Engineers 
Liz Prescott
Ford Reiche
Richard E Wengren &

      Mary Eliza McDaniel Wengren
Mark & Liz Richards
Marty & Pat Robles
Betsy & Gar Roper
Royal River Natural Foods
RSU5
Betsy Ruff
Melanie & Andrew Sachs
Thomas & Rita Saliba
H Jay & Marilyn D. Sarles
Nancy Salmon & David Webster
Joan & Scott Samuelson
H Jay & Marilyn D Sarles
Tobey Scott & Amy Woodhouse
Lynn & Jim Shaffer
David Soley & Debbie
Coppinger
Carol Southall
Kathleen Sullivan & Bob
Stevens
Mark Taggart & Laura Girr
The Bradley Family
Edmond & Janet Theriault
Sarah & Alan Tracy
Katrina Van Dusen & John
Gleason
Maddy & Joe Vertenten
Peter D. Warren
Richard E & Mary Eliza
McDaniel Wengren
Tom & Jule Whelan
Mrs. Meredith Winter
Carol & Joe Wishcamper
Rick & Jane Woodruff
Zachau Construction

Donors in bold: gifts of $5000 or more 
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Thank you in advance for your support of local arts, 
culture & community. 

We look forward to working with you!

MEETINGHOUSE ARTS

M e e t i n g h o u s e  A r t s  i s  a  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  O r g a n i z a t i o n

4 0  M a i n  S t r e e t
F r e e p o r t ,  M E  0 4 0 3 2
2 0 7 . 8 6 5 . 0 0 4 4


